County Competition Rules 2026
1.
The competitors shall be confined to male playing members of clubs affiliated to Bowls Herefordshire whose subscriptions have been paid for the coming year.
They shall be played under the rules of Bowls England and the World Bowls Board, and under the management and control of the Executive Committee, an appropriate officer or sub-committee who shall determine all questions, or disputes that may arise and that do not come within the scope of the umpire’s duties as in hereinafter defined. The decision of the committee shall be final and binding.

1a.
Any player who is a member of more than one affiliated club must submit their County Competition Entries from their parent Club. 

1b.
A player shall not represent or allow his name to be submitted for more than one club or county or association in any one season.

2.
PLAY

All bowls must bear the current dated bullet stamp or World Bowls stamp, and when no umpire is present the onus is on the players to check their opponents Bowls. (This rule applies to all national championships). 

All bowls must have club stickers on (For semi-finals and finals).

2a
All rounds up to the semi-final will be played on fixed dates on a Friday evening and/or Sunday morning. Players should report to the appointed green 15 minutes before the scheduled time of play. If players fail to appear and are not ready to play within 15 minutes after the set start time, the opponents may claim a “walkover” providing that they were all present at the scheduled time of play. Failure of both parties to appear at the appointed time will result in both forfeiting the tie.

2b
Any player or team who fails to appear at the scheduled venue on the date and time of the competition without having informed his opponent/s, the County Competitions Secretary and the Club Secretary or Club County Representative beforehand, and unless a reasonable explanation is forth coming shall be disqualified from taking part in THAT particular County Competition the following year. Failure to pay the green fees to the host Club within 21 days will result in all offending bowlers in the two wood singles, singles, pairs, triples, fours, senior fours, junior singles and junior pairs being banned from all competitions the following year and the ban will continue until the debt is settled.
2c
When competitors from the same club are drawn against each other, they may play on their own green, on or before the dates specified, providing they inform the County Competition Secretary and the Club Secretary or Club County Representative where the match was scheduled to take place 24 hours beforehand. The green fees must be paid to the original club within 21 days of the round.

2d
Under no circumstances (except under rule 2f) will matches be allowed to be played after the appointed date and time of the competitions. It will be permitted for the game to be played before the scheduled time and date if their opponent is in agreement. 

2e 
Rinks will be drawn before the commencement of play and allocated by any member of the home club. Both players, or in Pairs, Triples, Rinks, the skip will be present when the draw is made. A choice of rinks to be made available wherever possible.
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2f
National Competitions (Middleton Cup, Balcomb or White Rose only) will take preference over County Competitions followed by Local Competitions. The County Competitions Secretary to re-arrange fixtures, as necessary.

2g
At the National Championship the team in the top half of the draw will be the ‘A’ team and the team in the bottom half of the draw will be the ‘B’. If this results in a clash with another competition at the National Championships, the County Secretary will be able to switch ‘A’ and ‘B’ around.

2h
In the singles the first name (challenger) will supply a marker, in the second game played in the singles on the same date the loser of the previous game shall mark. In the champion of champions, all players will arrive for the start and will assist with marking for the early rounds, after that the losing players will mark the following match. The host club will endeavour to supply markers and the county will supply names of BDA qualified markers/umpires to assist.
3.
RESULT CARDS

3a
The result cards must show, the names of all competitors (initial and surname) plus if a substitute plays then the word SUB clearly shown by their name. The team playing in the first game is deemed to be the NOMINATED TEAM.

3b
The result cards must clearly show the Competition in which they are playing, the date, round and rink.

3c
One card must be signed by both players in singles, and by the skips in all other competitions.

3d
It will be the responsibility of the winner in the singles competition and the winning skips in all other competitions to notify the County Competitions Secretary of the result within 24 hours of the match by email or telephone as applicable.

3e
The winning scorecard correctly completed and signed by both parties must be sent to the competition secretary within 3 days of the match, by hand, post or a clear photograph sent electronically.
3f
Failure to comply with any of the above rules will result in the winning skip/singles player being disqualified from all competitions for the following year.
4.
UNFIT GREENS
4a 
Should a greenkeeper or Club Official in charge at the time refuse to allow play because the green is unfit (through bad weather) they must immediately inform the County Competition Secretary.

4b 
The game should then be played on the same green within 24 hours. If the allocated green is unavailable the game will be played on a green nominated by the County Competition Secretary as soon as possible.
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4c 
In the event of a game being stopped through weather, darkness or other valid reason, it will resume with the scores as they were when the game was stopped, and should resume within 24 hours, or as soon as practicably possible. The resumed game should then be played on the same green within 24 hours. If the allocated green is unavailable the game will be played on a green nominated by the County Competition Secretary. 

4d
An end commenced but not completed shall be declared dead.

4e
In resumed games two trial ends will be permitted and, if available, the same rinks will be used. If not available a rink redraw will be made.

5
WITHDRAWALS 
5a
The team or a single-entry withdrawing must pay their own and opponents green fees to the host club. Failure to pay the green fees within 21 days will result in all bowlers (two wood singles, singles, pairs, triples, fours, senior fours, junior singles and junior pairs) in the team being banned from all competitions the following year and the ban will continue until the debt is settled.
5b
Once a team (or singles) has won a game they are expected to complete all rounds of the competition with substitutes allowed as per Bowls England rules. Failure to do so without a reasonable explanation will result in the team/singles being disqualified from taking part in THAT particular County Competition in the following year.

6.
FINALS WEEKEND
6a
This will be on a fixed dates and greens in JULY of each year (Normally the Weekend of Bowls England week 29). Should a competitor be involved in more than one final he will be expected to play three games only per day, the rest will be played on the nominated green on the stated date, the date to be arranged by the Competition Secretary.
6b
Competitors in Finals Weekend must make themselves available to play at any time 


during the weekend.
7.
DRESS

All rounds up to the finals are to be played in club shirts with grey or club colours below the waist and proper bowling shoes.

All County Finals, including the Hereford Times Cup and Champion of Champions, will be played in club shirts and whites or Club colours below the waist, as per the Bowls England ruling.
8.
DISPUTES


Any disputes must be made either in writing or e-mail (or telephone followed by 

e-mail or letter), and in the hands of the Competition Secretary within 12 hours of disputed game. It will then be considered by the Competition Sub-Committee whose decision shall be final. The Competition Sub-Committee will consist three officers from the Competition Secretary, President, Senior Vice-President, Junior Vice President and County Secretary. In the event of one of the sub-committee’s own club(s) being involved another neutral member from the Executive Committee will be arranged.
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1. The Competition is for men only and will be played under Men’s County

Competition rules.

2.
Teams will consist of three rinks, i.e. 3 x 4 players. The Club or Clubs (if a joint entry) first named in the draw will be deemed to be the Challengers and must offer three dates.


Two clubs and no more may enter a joint team in the Hereford Times Cup Competition with the approval of the men’s section executive committee which takes place in November.  The following conditions should apply;

· Neither club may have more than 20 male affiliated members.

· One club will be defined as the ‘home’ venue and that club will supply the match contact name for all match arrangements. This information will be displayed on the website on the Hereford Times Cup draw page.

· Both Clubs must supply a list of names to the Competitions Secretary that could be used in the Hereford Times Cup at the time of application.

3.
The challenger shall have the choice of green and will be responsible for all matches

arrangements. 

The challenger must offer their opponent after receipt of the draw, and within1 month of the closing date of the first round, at least three dates for play, one of which must be a Saturday or Sunday. For all later rounds the challenger must offer dates within 48 hours of the previous round (or sooner if possible) being completed.

Opponents shall, within 48 hours of receipt of the challenge, reply, accepting one of the dates offered. If a challenge has not been made contact within the specified period, the opponent will be become the challenger (including choice of green) and offer their opponents three dates, and they must accept within 48 hours.

Opponents shall take all reasonable steps to contact the challenger before submitting a claim for the match.

4.
Players may only play for the Club from which they entered, or played in, any 

County Competitions.

5.
No player shall leave the club premises at which the Competition is taking 

place until the match has been completed in its entirety and the result is determined.
6.
In the event of a draw, all three rinks will play an extra end or ends 

until a winner is proved. 
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7 The Semi-Finals will be played, where possible on a neutral green, to be arranged on a green allocated by the County Competition Secretary. If it is a neutral semi-final Green, then fees will be paid by each player to the host club.
8.
The Final to be played, where possible on a neutral green, to be arranged by the 

County Competition Secretary. No green fees will be paid to the host club.
9.
WITHDRAWALS

9a
Any Club withdrawing at the semi-final or final stage must pay their own and opponents green fees to the host club. Failure to pay the green fees to the host Club within 21 days will result in the team being banned from the Hereford Times Cup the following year and the ban will continue until the debt is settled. In the case of a joint entry 50% of the money due must come from each club.  In the event of only one club not paying then that club will be banned until the debt is settled.

9b
Once a Club has won a game, they are expected to complete all rounds of the competition with substitutes allowed as per Bowls England rules. Failure to do so without a reasonable explanation will result in the Club (or Clubs if joint entry) being disqualified from taking part in the Hereford Times Cup the following year.

10
Inclement weather: In the event of the umpire, greenkeeper or county officer in charge deciding that no play or no further play is possible, matches in which the total number of ends played equals or exceeds 36 will be deemed to have been completed and the score will stand. In matches where the total number of ends played is less than 36, the tie will be deemed to be void and the match will be replayed at a later date. When a match is stopped by the umpire, greenkeeper or county officer in charge play will cease on all rinks simultaneously. Ends commenced but not completed shall be declared null and void. 
For all matches affected by inclement weather the challenger must offer at least three dates for play, one of which must be a Saturday or Sunday within 24 hours of the cancellation.
Opponents shall, within 48 hours of receipt of the challenge, reply, accepting one of the dates offered. If a challenge has not been made within the specified period, the opponent will be become the challenger (including choice of green) and offer their opponents, and they must accept within 48 hours.

Amended at EGM Jan 2026
