Hereford Times Cup Rules 2021
1. The Competition is for men only and will be played under Men’s County

Competition rules.

2.
Teams will consist of three rinks, i.e. 3 x 4 players. The Club or Clubs (if a joint entry) first named in the draw will be deemed to be the Challengers and must offer three dates.


Two clubs and no more may enter a joint team in the Hereford Times Cup Competition with the approval of the men’s section executive committee which takes place in November.  The following conditions should apply;
· Neither club may have more than 20 male affiliated members.

· One club will be defined as the ‘home’ venue and that club will supply the match contact name for all match arrangements. This information will be displayed in the year book and the website on the Hereford Times Cup draw page.

· Both Clubs must supply a list of names to the Competitions Secretary that could be used in the Hereford Times Cup at the time of application.

3.
The challenger shall have the choice of green and will be responsible for all matches

arrangements. 

The challenger must offer their opponent after receipt of the draw, and within1 month of the closing date of the first round, at least three dates for play, one of which must be a Saturday or Sunday. For all later rounds the challenger must offer dates within 48 hours of the previous round (or sooner if possible) being completed.

Opponents shall, within 48 hours of receipt of the challenge, reply, accepting one of the dates offered. If a challenge has not been made within the specified period, the opponent will be become the challenger (including choice of green) and offer their opponents three dates and they must accept within 48 hours.

Opponents shall take all reasonable steps to contact the challenger before submitting a claim for the match.

4.
Players may only play for the Club from which they entered, or played in, any 

County Competitions.

5.
No player shall leave the club premises at which the Competition is taking 

place until the match has been completed in its entirety and the final result is determined.
6.
In the event of a draw, all three rinks will play an extra end or ends 
until a winner is proved. 
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7 The Semi-Finals will be played, where possible on a neutral green, to be arranged on a green allocated by the County Competition Secretary. If it is a neutral semi-final Green then fees will be paid by each player to the host club.
8.
The Final to be played, where possible on a neutral green, to be arranged by the 

County Competition Secretary. No green fees will be paid to the host club.
9.
WITHDRAWALS

9a
Any Club withdrawing at the semi-final or final stage must pay their own and opponents green fees to the host club. Failure to pay the green fees to the host Club within 21 days will result in the team being banned from the Hereford Times Cup the following year and the ban will continue until the debt is settled. In the case of a joint entry 50% of the money due must come from each club.  In the event of only one club not paying then that club will be banned until the debt is settled.
9b
Once a Club has won a game, they are expected to complete all rounds of the competition with substitutes allowed as per Bowls England rules. Failure to do so without a reasonable explanation will result in the Club (or Clubs if joint entry) being disqualified from taking part in the Hereford Times Cup the following year.

10
Inclement weather: In the event of the umpire, greenkeeper or county officer in charge deciding that no play or no further play is possible, matches in which the total number of ends played equals or exceeds 36 will be deemed to have been completed and the score will stand. In matches where the total number of ends played is less than 36, the tie will be deemed to be void and the match will be replayed at a later date. When a match is stopped by the umpire, greenkeeper or county officer in charge play will cease on all rinks simultaneously. Ends commenced but not completed shall be declared null and void. 
For all matches affected by inclement weather the challenger must offer at least three dates for play, one of which must be a Saturday or Sunday within 24 hours of the cancellation.
Opponents shall, within 48 hours of receipt of the challenge, reply, accepting one of the dates offered. If a challenge has not been made within the specified period, the opponent will be become the challenger (including choice of green) and offer their opponents and they must accept within 48 hours.


